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The Pournal of Belles Uettres. 


To the Editor of the Journal of Belles Lettres. 


Sir—You invite me to join a coterie who 
shall become regular contributors.to your jour- 
nal in the way of original essays, or as you are 
pleased to say, articlee—those nameless empty- 
ings of the brain-which may treat de Omnibus. 
as well of the passengers and horses. I say at 
once, { have not time. But | can plagiarise 
perhaps ;—let me see. 

To write an article a man must have a sub- 
ject! What shall it be about? Sooth to say, | 
am as much in want of @ subject as the Edin- 
burgh anatomists ; and almost as ready to com- 
mit a misdemeanour to obtain one. Literary 
subjects, like the human, are becoming extremely 
scarce, there is such an unconscionable consump- 
tion, and in these political times, the supply is so 
miserably defective. The newspapers afford little 
or nothing to sack up for the literary dissecting 
room ; and as for books, their subjects are too 
often of * no use to any one but the reviewers.” 


virtue,” essays on “ delicate sensibility,” and 
* lines on love,”’ were marketable commodities, 
when riddles and acrostics had’ their market 
price in the weekly things whose sole object 
séemed to. be to aim at being “as stupid as a 
post,”——when a sonnet to “ my mistress’s eye- 
brow,”” commanded a. fee from the ‘,Gentle- 
man’s Magazine.” 

The modern multiplicity of competitors, it ix 
true, has not only improved most inconvenieutly 
the quality expected in the goods, but very much 
exhausted the materials for essay writing ; but 
then the disease has brought its remedy with it, 
and the public are less fastidious respecting the 
originality of what they read, and have a less 
decided ebjection to meeting an old friend with 
a new face, in the pages-of a periodical. In this 
respect the public are right, and. infinitely. wiser 
than the sour-faced critics of oldén time, who 
were perpetually calling out “ plagiary,” upon 
every accidental coincidence, just as the blue 
stockings should against certain poets of our 
own country, Who by the help of a dozen old 
poems, will cook you up an annual college ora- 
tion at a week's warning—deliver it themselves, 
and then puff it most gloriously in the columns 
of an editor whose paper they occasiunally en- 
rich with fustian. 


YORK, Pu., D. Small, P. 


ANNAPOLIS, Md, J. Greene, P. M. 





PART lI—no. 9. avuGust 26, 1834. ° 





AGENTS FOR THIS WORK. 


But where aim I straying ’—If [ am allowed 
to borrow my thoughts, so shall the poetasters 
he likewise, and | will show cause why all those 
who attempt tobe great on other men’s leavings 
have the argument on their side. If the reader 
will give himself the trouble to reflect, he will 
discover that the very newest novelties are not 
so original as they pretend to be. The human 
machine has gone on thinking, time out of mind; 
the same causes eternally reproducing the same 
effects, till all the triple bob majors described in 
‘the Doctor, &c.” of the intellectual belfry are 
fairly exhausted, and thé ringers have nothing left 
but to begin the old chimes over again. ‘This 
may be seen in every monthly that appears ; the 
temple of learning is, at best, but an old clothes- 
shop, and the booksellers’ “ trade gales” a sort of 
literary rag-fair, in which the torn wardrobe of 
antiquity is pieced, and vamped, and darned, 
and made, in the technical jargon, “as good as 
new.” ‘There are learned persons who tain- 
tain, and that too with no inconsiderable show 
of reason, that the knowledge of the ancients 
themselves was. not their own, and that the 
sciences then. taught were not so much the rude 
discoveries of an infant civilisation, as the frag- 
ments of more perfect systems, derived from the 
antediluvian Bacons and Newtons. If this be 
admitied, there will be no answering for antedi- 
luvian. originality, The intellectual, like the 
physical world, may be composed of the relics 
of an ,effete planet, or an extinct sun; and 
Adam may have been but the residuary legatee 
of Titanic philosophers, from whom be inherit- 
ed the whole encyclopedia of their science and 
learning, except only an acquaintance with truth. 
Why then should a poet or an author of plain 


prose trouble himself or his reader about the 
novelty of a poem or an essay, when it is not 


mathematically impossible that the whdle of 
Waldie’s Library, and the Journal to boot, have}* 
been printed,again and again, just as it stands 
with this “ article” in it, somewhere and some- 
while in the infinity of time and space? sa 
27,672 years ago,,as our friend Doball hath. it. 
For myself, | confess I am among the pro- 
ducing class of newspaper writers, and felt most 
keenly when.1 began the profession of living by 
paragraphs (poor food-at is) that if the matter to 
be indited need not affect to be absolutely virgin, 
and untouched of human pép, it must at j2ast 
not be threadbare. But it was soon apparent 
that when there were so many ill disposed young 
editors with nothing to do but write paragraphs, 
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and seeking in every possible and impossible 
place, from the halls of congress to an oyster 
cellar, what they might scribble,—when essay- 
writing had gone out of fashion from the topies 
being all “ used up,” it was no small matter to 
hit upon a tolerably unworn: idea, that had not 
been snatched from hand te hand, and tumbled 
and tossed, like the bread and cheese at the 
Powelton jubilee. 

Really, I. believe that the whole world have 
given each other rendezvous for no other pur- 
pose than to take the bread out of our mouths, 
and cut up all the debateable matter in morals, 
politics, and fashionable life. There was Mrs. 
E—— at Washington, who had scarcely be- 
come food for editors’ pens when she was hustled 
out of view before | had come at the true par- 
ticulars. There is Mr. Hoffman at New York, 
who has chosen to cut his old friends, the Jackson 
men, and determined to settle the bank question 
—the fruitful theme, which hes so long afforded 
breakfast, dinner, and supper, to whole legions 
of disputants, diurnal, hebdomadal, monthly and 
trimestrial. This pet dish of the periodicals, 
thus unwercifully cut off, was the more valuable 
to those who had obtained an interest in it, in- 
asmuch as there was no necessity of understand- 
ing the subject in order to touch opon it, nay to 
mix in the very thickest of the melée: Witness 
the elaborate eharges on both sides, neither of 
which thought it necessary to do more than 
make assertions, and prove them by speeches 
spun out to the very crack of doom; not to 
speak of the matchless specimens of close logic, 
no less than of pathetic eloquence, “ eloquence 
that would split a rock,” (as Rousseau has it,) 
to be met with in the Globe, the Nationals, the 
Commercial Herald, and the Quarterly. Would 
it not puzzle a conjuror, to elicit a single grain 
of common sense or common history out of the 
** bushels” of noise and nonsense of any of these 
respectable authorities ? Talk of the country be- 
ing in danger, indeed, from the bank or from 


say|gold! What is the danger of the country com- 


pared to that of the reviews and ‘hewspapers, 
which mest die of sheer. inanition as soon as 
the public refuse to be longer entertained with 
the jeremiads and falminations so Jong in vogue? 
‘To make the matter worse, the supply even for 
an essayist in a literary journal is untimely cat 
off just when the theme was considered even by 
the ladies as in good taste. If such exciting 
subjects are to be allowed ever to slumber, there 
will be no earning an honest compensation from 
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The municipal council of Paris, in consideration of 
the numerous accidents that occur on the Canal St. 
Martin, has voted a sur sufficient for establishing a spe- 
cies of guard. Four sailors or watermen, who are ex- 
pert swimmers, will be constantly on the watch, day 
and night, on the banks. From a report made by the 
prefect of police, it appears that from 27th July, 1832, 
to lst January, 1834, sixty-seven persons threw them- 
selves in, ot were thrown into the canal. Among them 
were several new born infants. One fourth only of 
this number were saved; while the guard established 
on the Seine save one half of those that attempt to 
drown themselves. In the year 1830, 1831, 1832, and 
1833, there fell into the Seine 440 persons, or upon an 
average, 110 in each year, of whom upon an average, 
fifty-five were saved. 

he French papers give an account of the Letters of 
Marcus Aurelius and Fronto his preceptor, a work, dis- 
covered by Angelo Mai among tlie patimpsests, (manu- 
seripts on which the original writing has been partially 
effaced, that the parchment may be filled with more 
modern lucubrations) in the library of the Vatican. 
Certain circumstances have attached an unusual inte- 
rest to the character of this emperor: his praises were 
lavishly sung by the French literati of the last century 
principally by way of satire on their own king; while, 
on the other hand, a learned German undertook tv 
prove, that the prevailing impressions of his character 
were wholly erroneous, and that he was not in any 
reapect superior to the rest of the Roman emperors. 
These letters were written in his youth, and relate to 
his literary and philosophical pursuits, aud are said to 
be very interestiag and valuable. 

France produces altogether, 1060 millions of gallons 
of wine, worth nearly 1000 millions of, franca, or forty 
millions sterling; and about twenty-five millions of 
gallons of brandy and spirits, worth two francs per 
gallon, besides vinegar. They employ three millions of 
people, and are equal to the cotton manufactures of 
England, while they are native, and for the most part 
healthful employments. The silk trade is equally im. 
portant. 


JOLLY YOUNG COLLY. 


A poetical jeu d’esprit, from “Notes upon Notes,” &c. By 
Henry Warren. London. 1832. 


There’s jolly young Colly, of Hollywood Hall, 
Has gatlebied and whallopped, and trollupped through 
all 


The estates of his pater, till great is his fall— 
Poor Colly. 


For gemmen, and flashmen, and others beside, 

And joskins in backskins who horse-skins could stride, 

Were welcome, if they’d come and help him to ride 
Through his fortune. 


And he called ’em his friends, and he lent em his pounds, 
While they plucked him, and sucked him, so out of all 
bounds, 
That the neighbours all said he fed two packs of hounds, 
Hark forward. 
And hence his expenses, and thence is the cause, 


As you'll guess, that distress and that pest of the laws, 
A bailiff, ane duy left the mark of his claws 


On his shoulder, 


Now, though-hunter himself, he was hunted full sore, 
Being sued and pursued the whole county quite o’er, 
Till his creditors said it was hunting a bore, 

A hard ran. 


It was hark away, bark away, mark the way—go— 
But the game was soon ended, so friendship cried wo! 
Though tapsters and milk cried tally owe! 

Tally ho! 


Qh! he'd oft cleared a bank with: his high mefile roan, 
And he'd cleared his bank now, for his metal had flown; 
But one bank he could not clear, that he must own— 
Banco Regis! 

Etst he swept over, leaped over, many a bar, 
But, alas! here the bars were, he found, higher far; 
So, though boofless, he gave to his spirits the 

With the bridle. 


Poor Colly! your roan is no longer your own, 

Nor your bay, nor your gray, nor your brown, nor your 
dun ; 

Their brignt hues, like yours, have now sunk into 
one— 





Dun Brown. 


What a misfortune, says Dibdin, that Dr. Johnsen 
had not written a life of Anson, which is a desidera- 
tum, as a companion to that of Drake. The life of 
Drake is among that great author’s minor picces of 
biography, and should be read by every person curious 
inthe annals of marine adventure. It is usually print- 
ed with his works. 


fe 


List of New Books published in Loudon to the 
latest dates. 


A Treatise on Naval Tactics, by P. Paul Hoste, trans- 
lated by Capt. J. D. Boswali, R. N., with 52 plates. 
Ford’s Treatise on Dropsy, 8vo. Murray's Popular 
View of Chemistry, 12mo. South Australia or a De- 
scription of the Country, illustrated by Charts and 
Views, 18mo. Abbott’s Child at Home, 18mo, Eng- 
lish Scenes and English Civilisation, 3 vols. post 8vo. 
Disquisitions on the Anti-papal Spirit which produced 
the Reformation, by G. Rossetti, 2 vols. 8vo. Narsa- 
tive of the Second Voyage of Capt. Ross to the Arctic 
Regions, 18mo. The Life of Mrs. Siddons, by Thomas 
Campbell, 2 vols. 8vo. Howitt’s Abridgment ‘of his 
History of Priesteraft, 8vo. Belgium and Western 
Geimany in 1833, by Mrs. Trollope, 2 vols, post 8vo. 
Arrowsinith’s Map to Purnes’ Travels into Bokhara, 
8vo. 


el 


LONDON LITERARY NOVELTIES. 


Dr. Croley is preparing an Essay on the Life and 
Writings of Bishop Butler, to accompany hie “ Analo- 
gy;” and Dr. Southey a Life of Dr. Watts, introductory 
to the * Hore Lyrice ;” both in progress for the Sacred 
Classics. 

A Coulection of the Earl of Mornington—Glees, Ma- 
drigals, Rounds, Catches, and Canons, is preparing for 
publication. 

A Narrative of the Second Voyage of Captain Ross, 
has been published in London, in 18mo. at 3s. It is 
not by the navigator himself, but a mere compilation 
from the tacts reported to parliament and found in the 
newspapers. 

The Life of Mrs. Siddons, by the Poet Campbell, has 
at length appeared; atso, Mrs, Trollope’s Belgium in 
1833. 


Hogg’s Familiar Anccdotes of Sir Walter Scott, 
published here by the Messrs. Harpers, are in press in 
London. 


—— 


New American Publications. 


Folchetto Mala Shind, a novel, by the author of Si- 
billa Odaleta, &c.. Translated from the Italian by D. J. 
Desmond, Esq, 2 vals. 12mo. Philadelphia: Key & 
Biddle, 1834. 

Abbott's Series, No, 2. ‘The Mother's Friend, or 
Familiar Directions for forming the Mental and Moral 
Habits of Young Children. 12mo, New York: Leavitt, 
Lord & Co., 1 

The Youth’s Letter Writer, by Mrs. John Farran. 
12mo. New York: Bartlett % Raynor. 

The Pastor’s Testinony. By the Rev. John A. 
Clarke, 12mo. pp. 333, Pailadelphia: Marshall, Clark 
& Co., 1834. 

Right and Wrong, or Familiar Illustrations of the 
Mora! Duties of Children. By Marianne. 18ino. pp. 
162, Boston: Wm. Pierce. 

Two Old Men’s Tales; the Deformed, and the Ad- 
miral’s Daughter. Novels, 2 vols. 12mo. Harpers. 

Things as they Are, or Notes of a Traveller through 
some of the Middle and Northern States, 1 vol. 12mo. 
pp. 252, New York: [arpers, 1834. 

The House I Live In. By Wun. A. Alcott, Part I. 
1 vol. 12mo. cuts. Boston: Lilly, Wait & Co. 1834. 

Tutti Frutti. By Prince Puckler Muskau. 1 vol. 
12mo. New York: Harpers, 1834. 


Messrs. Key & Biddle of this city have in press a 
new volume of poems by Mrs. Sigourney. 


—— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Sir Fretful Plagiary might as welt have taken an- 
other name ; such plagiarisms from his own mind will 
always be welcome He will, however, please avoid so 
much eeverity; and his jokes are so local, some of 
them at least, that we fear they may not be understood 





abroad. 


First Year of the Circulating Library. 

The subscriber has collated and completed a few 

sets of the two first volumes of the “ Select Circulating 

Library,” which may be had either in sheets at the 

original price of subscription, or neatly bound for a 

small additional chafve. They contain the following 

works :— 

Lafayette and Louis Philippe. By B. Sarrans. 

The Gentle Recruit, a tale. By the author of the 
“ Subaltern-” 

Saratoga. By the same. ; 

A Family Tour in Sonth Holland. By Col. Batty. 

Lives and Exploits of Banditti and Robbers. By C. 
Macfarlane. 

The Italian Exile in England. By Count Pecchio. 

Memoirs of the Duchess of St. Leua—Hortense. 

Journal of a Nobleman at the Congress of Vienna, 

Letters from the Earl of Chatham to his Nephew. 

Editorial Notices, Poetry, Anecdotes, &c. &c. 

Wacousta, or the Prophecy, a tale of Detroit and Mi- 
chilimackinac. By the author of “ Ecarte.” 

Mrs. Lushington’s Journey from India to Eng'and. 

Rambles of a Naturalist. By Dr. Godman. 

Life of Dr. John Leyden, By Sir Walter Scott. 

Waltham, a novel; being Vol. III. of the Library of 
Romance. . 

Memoirs of Dr. Burney- By Madame D’Arblay, author 
of Evelina, Cecilia, &c. 

The Biack Velvet Bag, and Mademoiselle Therese, By 
Miss Mitford. 

Elliott’s Letters from the North of Europe. 

Memoir of Silvio Pellico, 

Madame Dard’s Narrative of the Shipwreek of the 
Medusa. 

Life and Adventures of the Chevalier Charles Stuart, 
and History of the Rebellion in Scotland in 1745, 1746, 
By Robert Chambers. 

Great Britain in 1833, By Baron D’Haussez, Ex- 
minister of King Charles X. 

The Story of Captain X 
* Traits of Travels.” 

A Subaltern’s Furlough, descriptive of America. 
Lieutenant Coke. 

Sonnets to Rosalie. 
House.” 

Traditionary Stories and Legendary Illustrations. By 
AndrewPicken. 

Excerpts, 

The Infirmities of Genius Illustrated. By R. R. Mad- 
den, Esq. 

Extracts from Montgomery’s Lectures on Poetry. 

Fragments of Voyages aid Travels. Second and Third 
Series. By Capt. B. Hall. 

The Earthquake of Caraccas, a Tale of Venezuela. 

Rise and Fall of Masaniello at Naples. 

The Priest and the Mulberry Tree. 

Memoirs of Casanova. . 

Arthur St. John. 

My Sister Kate. 

Hannah More. 

The Way to he Happy. 

Editorial Notices, Poetry, &c. &c. 

At the former prices of books in this country, on in- 
ferior paper, these would cost at least fifty dollars, 

Were the cuinparison of prices extended to tho cost 
of London books, it would be found that we have sup- 
plied an amount of printing which cost in Loodon on- 
hundred and sixty-six dollars, for the sum of five dollars! 

A limited number only of these copies being for sale, 
the subscriber suggests tu library companies and other 
associations who have commenced with Vol. III. or 

Part 1, 1834, that they embrace this opportunity to 

complete their sets from tue co ment—as the 

moment these copies are disposed of, the price will rise 
to $10. There is now an ascertained certainty of the 
continuance of the work, aud complete sets from the 
beginning will assume a relative value in prupor- 
tion to their rarity and the number of volumes pub- 
lished. A few sets of Vols. J, and Il. have been pur- 
chased by Lilly, Wait & Co., Boston, of whom they 
can be procured, 

> Agents who may have had applications for these 
volumes can now procure them; if unbound, they are 
sent by mail. Five copies will still be sold for $0, if 
epplied fur before the Ist of October, after which if 
any copies remain, the proprietor will net feel himself 
bound to supply orders at the original price. 

- ADAM WALDIE. 


Peter Simple—As it is impossible now to furnish the 
covers of the first two volumes, a copy of Peter Simple 





- By the author of 
By 
By the author of “Village Poor 





is given tu those who purchase the first year’s Nos. 
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